Letter To J.G. In Rehab by Armbruster, Barbara
The Prairie Light Review
Volume 24
Number 1 Warning! May Contain Explicit Content Article 44
Fall 12-1-2003
Letter To J.G. In Rehab
Barbara Armbruster
College of DuPage
Follow this and additional works at: http://dc.cod.edu/plr
This Selection is brought to you for free and open access by the College Publications at DigitalCommons@COD. It has been accepted for inclusion in
The Prairie Light Review by an authorized editor of DigitalCommons@COD. For more information, please contact koteles@cod.edu.
Recommended Citation
Armbruster, Barbara (2003) "Letter To J.G. In Rehab," The Prairie Light Review: Vol. 24 : No. 1 , Article 44.
Available at: http://dc.cod.edu/plr/vol24/iss1/44
LETTER TO
Here the swollen grey
belly of the sky
presses down, groaning
and restless to deliver
the snow the weatherman
promises like a cheerful
obstetrician.
I picture you there
in Arizona:
hiking high enough
for snow in stiff
new boots,
following a stranger
into the desert
—
and unwilling John
the Baptist
—
sniffing the dry air
for the greasy fumes
of fast food, and missing that,
slapping your pocket
into a nervous tic
for the cigarettes
that are not there, either.
I picture you there
curled like a baby
against the desert cold
crying tears of longing
for the boy that you were.
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